
5/19/2011

1

1

HEALTHY STORES, HEALTHY COMMUNITIES:
TRANSITIONING TOBACCO RETAILERS TO

HEALTHIER OPTIONS

KURT M. RIBISL, PHD
MAY 19, 2011

2



5/19/2011

2

3

Priorities: Types of Cancers
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2010 funded projects
2010 Funded Research Projects PI

Healthy Stores, Healthy Communities: Transition Tobacco Retailers Ribisl/Evenson

Circles of Care: Supporting African Americans with Cancer Hanson

Partnering with NC Community Colleges To Prevent Cancer Among  Linnan
Students, Employees and Community Residents

Meeting the Needs of Cancer Survivors in North Carolina: Assessing  Wheeler
and Improving the Medicaid Medical Home Model

Improving Colorectal Cancer Screening in NC Medicaid Beneficiaries Pignone

Addressing Cancer Disparities by Studying Issues of Coverage,  Weiner/Linnan
Convergence & Cost in Multiple Settings
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Cigarette smoking among NC youth is at the lowest 
level ever recorded

Healthy Stores Rationale: 
Declining U.S. Cigarette Consumption

Successful tobacco transitions



5/19/2011

4

Successful tobacco transitions
Cigarette vending Art‐o‐mat

Next transition opportunity: 
Tobacco retailers

Ads in 
tombstone 
format 

(black & 
white, text 

only) 

Ban on 
flavored 
cigarettes 
except 
menthol

No non‐
tobacco gifts 

with 
purchase

Ban on self‐
service of 
tobacco

Ban on 
exterior 

tobacco ads 
ear schools 

and 
playgrounds

n

litigation litigation

Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco 
Control Act (FDA Act) Retail Provisions

* *
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FDA Act Retail Provisions 
All ads and products to carry graphic warning labels
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Vision for 

Healthy Stores, Healthy Communities
NC has 10,000+ stores POS tobacco ads

Junk food placement

Improved displays Healthy food signage

More fruits & veggies

Study Aims

To disseminate the maps and study findings

To conduct audits on tobacco, food and physical activity

To map the tobacco retailers, parks, and schools

To identify tobacco retailers in 3 counties (Buncombe, Durham, New Hanover)
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Assessment measures

Compliance with FDA Act: 
flavored cigarettes, self‐service 
displays, ads

Healthy food‐e.g. fruit, vegetable
low‐fat milk‐availability, price, 
shelf space

, 

Sidewalk conditions, pedestrian 
& bike friendly streets, parks, 
playground conditions

Assessment with iPad and iPod touch
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Assessment with iPad and iPod touch

Durham – Retail Density by Income
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Banning outdoor cigarette ads within 1,000 ft 
of schools/parks may reduce 1.5million ads
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African American Quintile

Percentage of Retailers Affected 
by African American Quintile

NY

Impact of store ban within 1,000 feet 
of schools

How will it affect neighborhood disparities?


